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percent yeay: on-year to about

" Py5.9 billion mrthe nine months to

Septernber of* 2016 from P85.5 bil- -
lion a year ago; according to the
Mines and Geosalences Bureay.”
January to SEptember oui’put '
value also showeéd a decline for
the second yeartm arow.In 2014,
the value of nin: ‘morith output
was pegged at Pio2.5 billion,
The MGB said in its quarterly

showed that the pnce of mckel
i went down by as much as 30; per-.
_cent over a nine-month period
from $3.84 per pomed lastJanuary.

to $2.67 per pound'in September. -
As for copper, the rine-

month average price dropped
20 percent from $2.57 a pound
to $2.04 a pound.,

From January to September
_nicke! miners shipped out P17.3
billion worth of ore {down 44

percent year- ‘on-year)and P1o.9'
billion worth ‘of mixed nickel -

sulfides (down 19 percent).
Nickel production - accounted

of mckel and copper.

The agency was referring to

the project un by Zambales Di-
versified - " :Metals Corp.;
BenguetCorp Nickel Mines Inc.; .;
Eramen Minerals Inc.; and LNL
Archipelago Mmerals Inc,—all
in Sta, Cruz town in Zambales.
Also' - suspendeéd amid a
clampdown led by Environment
Secretary Regma Lopez were

—_—

for 37 percent of total output
value for théperiod. ~ | 4% 4

; AN
Precious! metals contihued :

to cutperform the base metals,
with gold output jumpingby:30°*-
percent in value to P33.6 brllrpn
and 13 percent in volume to
reach 17,555 kilograms. The yel-
low metal represented 44 ‘per-
cent of total output value,

During the nine months, the
average prrce of goldrose by 6.5 ;
percént- or §76 per ounce ‘to
reach $1,256.70.

Further, copper productron
represented 18 percent of total

‘ 4.'.“".“}_ r -
“utpu
‘ ‘ i b i .
Voo e __‘____—
. .
"'\Innel W.Domingo - report the "anemrc performance- the pro;ects of- erong Nrckel
JdomingoINQ ' was due: to the shuttering of sev- . Cgrp in Quezon t wn aswell as
: : en nickel mines operated by six ‘the projects:of Cltrmckel Mines
The value ofmegalﬁcnunera]s pro- companies in Palawan and Zam- and . Develop;nenj« Corp. in
ducedelnhppmermnesfellbyn bales, aslwellas depressed pnces . Sofronio Espanola““and Narra

towns—allin Palawan

the nickel mines 1wars signifi-
'cantly affected by|the sluggish
price of mickel in|the interna-
tional market " the MGB added.
“In September 2016 alone, we

- saw nickel price nosedrve to $2.67
_ per pound, the loweéét price to be

recorded since 2002, /» T MGB sard
*MGB’ monitor

R

decreasmg in value by 7 percent
" to post Pa3.3 billiop! i
-<The remammg 1 percent or
P84o million of mllne output are
-in-the form of silyer, zinc, iron
“.ore and chromife.
Accordmg to Ine MGB, the
“midin contributors ‘:iunng the pe-
~tlod were Didipio copper-gold
project (OceanaGold Philippines
JInc.), P10.94 billion; Masbate gold
prOJect (Phrhppm%s Gold Pro-
b cessmg arid Refimng Corp.), Po.44
billion); aitd Toledo" ‘copper oper-
‘ations: (Carmen Copper Corp),
 Paarbillion. NQ ’ i

“Indmdual performance of -

Y p——
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CRACKDOWN ON MINING‘CUTS OUTPUT

PH metallic mineral value drops 1 1¢

_ eralproducttonvaluewrth44 percent
-orP33.57 billion, follo&’ved by-nickel

METALLIC mineral productron
value’ dropped by. more than a

tenth in the first three quarters of

the year amld the government S ..
- tough crackdown on mining opef- .

ations, the Mtnes and Geosciences-

Bureau (MGB) said on Monday

lnareport MGBsardthatthetotalr
-~ prices of nickel and copper) tumbled

value of minerals produced by firge

mining operatioris declined by-11 - -
. respecuvely The price.of nickel

_ percent to P75.93 billion in January-
September 201 6 from P85.47 billion
during the same penod a year ago.-

The agericy attributed the decrease

to weak prices, of base metals cou~

with 37 percent or P28. 21 brllxon,

andcoppermth 18percentorP13 32 -

billion. The remaininig 1 percent or
P0.84billion came frornthecollectwe
values of silver, chromite:andi 1ron ore.

“During the period, Jthe average

30: 65 percent and 20 49; percent,

was. pegged at $3,95,per pound
{lbs) from $5 ?0 per pound, r,whlle

pound from $2.57, per pOund.

yellow;rétal stood at$l, 256.58 per
ounce: whrle srlver iof whrte metal

* prices; averaged $17.05 per ounce.

Afier'months’of delays and hic-

cups, EuvrronrnentSecretary Regina ;

Paz Lopez said thiat thiey will release
the result-of the mine: audit on

December 15,;with expectations|

that rnore minhes s will be suspended
following further review.

The.. crackdown is atmed atl

enforcrng strtcter environmen-
tal protectron measutes, with

_ tough-tallgtn Presrdent Rodrigo}y

Duterte nrng in August that
the natron could survrve wrth-

pled with the suspensron of some
nickel operauons in the provinces
of Palawan and Zambales o
Gold continued 1o be the? blggest -
contributor to the total metallrc THiin-

Precrous metals,‘on the other

* percentiticrease and srlverwnh-b 36
. percent, respecttvely. The pnce of the

ining" rndustry
Slnce it launched the’ ‘audit on
July 8, the Department of the En:}|

; St gt

vrronment and- Natural Resources ‘

A) to P76B

(DENR) has suspended about"‘ i
" 10.mines, eight of them nickel pio- . |
oy ducers, for environmental Iapses .
;A other20 mines are facing pos-
j,psrblesr.tspenstonl’orenvrronmmtalvr- ;
I ? olations, unsystematic mmmgmeth
t odsand outstandmg social i 1ssues,

{.
b

i M,prgwspensrons r.fr ‘. 4
‘wexpeqted .

B BN --f'.; Lo

" Among those recommende’d for .
£l ;suspensron are the followmg :
,%I‘ero Mrnrng Corp AAJ}A-Phrl
"Natural Resources Exploratron and
w Development Corp. - Parcelfl and

;. Parcel 2B, Krominco Inc., Cirras— r
cal«Nrckel Corp., Marcven ;es ‘
1 Mtnlng and Development C

>-Metalh’c B4 :

PP S ")

K

. . f PTe ;—N':’ . :
‘ Frlmi‘ff?rﬁ‘%{éso’ﬁrtes’*corp Yy
o Strongburlt.t\_rimrng Deveiogment

_ mendatront for suspensron are

e ]

N

Century" _‘eak Corp. - Raptd Crty

et , ers and those |to be,rssued with
N‘ ck Pro]ect and Casrguran ick-" recommendauffr

fo : suspensron

** represents abo tithree quarters of

country.
producers that]!

~,; rore output ba
- ‘productmn

-, Ofithese 30 nunes, 18

ie total operatmg mines’ m the-

‘ccount 'for.55.5

", percentof the cjimuy’s total nickel

ed on ldst year' s

] . l
I

and SR Metals, Inc. :
’I'he number of suspeude mrn—r

the mdrvrdua

;vleanwhrle, the MGB sard that

hperforrnance of

!

the nickel i nunes wis srgmﬁcantly -

.affected by the sluggtsh price, of
nrckel in the rntematronal market
Mn- Septemb Olﬁaa‘l'one,

\&Zé,;aw nickel'f ¢ nogedive to-
$2:67 per pound, the IOWest pnce PR

. to be recorded since 2002 N ickel
 price went down by as much as 30
percent since the start of the year
- from $3, 84 per Ib; ih Iauuary 2016

. to $2.67 per pound in September
201 6," it satd

ago
‘Mmera]s Inc. (Sta. CruthmngPrOJ—_ '

! 'Ihe six. mckel mines that arecur Corporauon (T(!;%Ont ' and ‘Pulot

rentlysuspendedrnclucle Zamb es‘ Nickel Projects). .

o . -::.
nlnes account for.

Diversified Metals Corporauon( ta These nickel n
Crug: ndelana MrnlnglPrOJect out 10’ percent of th'e’tptalmckel
"B et@o}p Niékel Mirids-Tcsnt pfédut;rromof thaco‘ttntry; IR
;£ Siinilatly, the F t\_jr'g'bperatron
- of OreAsia Mining and Develop ‘

Mrnmg Pro;ect) ,ment Corporatu

-ore producer i

ect) Berong Nickel Corp
(Berong Ntckel Pro1ect)

i
m, the lone iron
ountry Tocated

,ﬂthe'provmce ﬁf Bulacan, was
: - also suspended ast August 2016.

ént’ JAMES KONS ,@"T'" GALVEZ
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Data from the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau showed mineral :
production dropped to P75.93
billion in January to September
from P85.47 billion registered in
the same period last year, .

“Poor base metal prices of

INERAL production shrank 1] percent

in the first three quarters from a year "
:Rago, following the suspension of - -

Several mines, the government said Monday.’

the ‘suspension of six nickel
mines in the provinces' of Pala-
wan and Zambales; led fo the
anemic performance ‘of the me-
tallic sectdr,” MGB said. -
MGB 'said the value. of gold
production  which * accounted

"-and mixed

| value reacfi“ed P3357 billion,
while direct, shipping nickel ore

inickel-cobalt sulfide
amounted to P28.21 billion.
Value of" copper. production
amounted |fo P13.32 . billion,
while colledtive values of sifver,

.- chromite and_iron 0ré reached

P840 million,, .

.. MGB said: the average price
of nickel inythe nine-month pe-
riod went down 30.65 percent to
$3.95 per p%ujld from $5.70 per

:pound last |year, .while copper

prices also djgpped 20.49 percent

nickel and copper coupled with

perpound,

Prices. of prpéious mje_talé, gold
and silver. rose 6.49 percent and
6.36 percent, respectively during

" the period, '

per.’ ounce this year - from

$1,180.13 Jast. year, while
silver reported . an. average of -

$17.05 per.ounce from $16.03
per ounce in 2015, .

.The Environment Department -

suspended the operations of six

nickel. mines in Zambales and .

Palawan. The mining operation

for almost haif of the_ total -

. of Ore Asia Mining and Devel-
" opment.Corp., the lone iron ore.:

producer operating in’ Bulacdn
province, was also

MGB: said in terms of peso
value, the top five mining .proj~

ects in the first nine months were -

the Didipio Copper Gold Project,
Masbate Gold Project, *Toledo
Copper Operations, Padcal Cop-

per-Gold Project and . Coral Bay .

HPAL Project. ‘
“ A new entrant to the produc-

tion scene is Runruno Gold-Mo--

lybdenum Project of FCF Min-

to $2.04 pe

suspended in.

. ' August-2016, R
MGB sdid the average price.

of gold increased to $1,256.7.

(-pound from §2.57

erals Corp. !Jogated 'in Quezon,
Nueva Vizcaya,” MGB said.

MGB saidithe company was he
fourth ﬁnanfc#ial or technical as-
sistance agreement approved by
the’government in 2009, -

The initialimine output of FCF
which started commercial dpera-
tion' in June{2016: was 93 kilo-
grams of gold and' 20 kilograms
ofsilver. |l . -

The gold nine has an estimated
-18.10 million"metric tons of ore
reserve with finaverage grade of
1.93 grams/ton Au and estimated
mine life of 10 years.” -
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‘Metal mine;produetion s1nks
further, but at a slower pace -

THE VALUEof production ofithe: country s 41 sulﬁdqvgth a combmed 37% it P28.21 bi]libn
|- metal mines “sank in the nine ‘months to Sep- thatdropped from ayear ago.

tember, but an annual increase in the price of Copper contributed 18% at P13.316 b11-
go]d helped break the fall comf)ared to ayear lion, falling seven percent from the past yeat’s
ago. I TS LRSI B Pl4. 2641)111101’1 i '1* ¢
A press statement posted.yesterday on the The remmmng one percen]t - about P840
.. Web site of the Mines and Geosciences Bu-  million —came. from the collectwe values ‘of
reau (MGB) said the total value of metallic  silver, chromite and iron ore. e
mineral production sank 11% to P75.93 billion The average price of go]d 1ncreased by.

from P85.47 hillion in those comparable nine  6.49% to $1,256.70 per oulllce (foz) from

" months, although. that decline was slighter  $1,180.13/0z year gn year, cqmpared to the
than the first half’s 13. 59% fall and the 20% 8. 43% annual drop recorde 'm 2015's first'
" drop in the first three quarters of 2015 nine months.. |, ",

“Poor base metal prices of nickel and cop- -~ Silver smu]arly stayed mbust W1th a
per, coupled with the suspension of six nickel ~ 6.36% year-on-year mcrease to $17.05/0z
mines in the provmces of Palawan and Zam-  from $16. 03/0z in the same comparatlve nine

. bales, ded to the' anemic performance of the months,.compared with a 19. 64% annual fall
" metallic séctor,” MGB sald in its press state- . recorded the past year. o
ment. » But the impact of these prlce increases.

) Gold continued to contribute more than  was offset by 30.65% and 20: 49% declines in
© the other metals, accountinig for44%bftheto-  the prices of nickel-and copper respectwely :
tal atP33 .572billion, reﬁectmgaao% increase Nickel pnce tumbled to $3 gs per pound (/

: from the year-ago P28.878 billion. . : - 1b) from $5. 70/1b while that of cbpper fell to

“The yellow fiietz] was followed by direct $2 04/lb from $2 57/1b. i
shipping nickel ore and mixed nickel-cobalt ;

Mine, SI/II.

Y

;- SOURCE: MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREA - BUSINESSWORLD GRARHICS: BONG RFORTIN

Mine, o, o
fromSi/1 o
This j(ea:r.has seen operations Before that, thé Andustry et I‘N EJRAI_ '
at10 metal mines nationwide sus-  had already been reeling from a B ok (value in 1
pended as a result of a state envi- + moratorium on new permits that S AR i tF Jan-Sept
ronmental audit, and 20 others  has been in place since 2011 and . " - T e ) 205 ' iOlSp ' .
face the same fate should theybe  extended indefinitely through e T " e
* found Hable for various deficien- - Executive Order No. 79 signedon Gold- - 25 878 33!572 A 30%
cies and violations. - July6,2012, — with J. C.Lim - SI[VEI' Co b 482.74 714.36 | A 48%

s - ' — CopperConcentrate 1 14,263 | 13,316 | W 7%
" Mied Nickel-Cobalt Sulfide|::| 13,440 | 10,909 | W 19x

Nlckle DlrectShlpplng Ore | | 31 099 | 17,300 | W 44

Chromite il 93.341109.90 | A 18x

]_ron Ore ‘ | 21041] 1227 w94x

Total -, | 85,467 | 75,934 | W 1%
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- cent in the third ~ Lopez
quarter from & ., said more

~ year earlier, gov- 5“599“5{2’22_ :
ernment data . announced
- showed , afterthe . this week

- suspended some

Nickel output drops 16'%;
. Green clampdown bltes

THE Philippines’
output of nickel & .
ore fell 16 per: *v5

world’s top sup-
plier of the metal

mines in a clamp- .. y
down on environmental violations. .

The Philippines has already stopped work at 10 of its 41
mines in a campaign, backed by President Rodrigo Duterte,
against what the government says is irresponsible mining.
A group of a further 20 more faces possible suspension.

Output of nickel ore for direct shipping fell to 9.34 mil- -

lion tonnes in July-September from 11.09 million tons in the
same period last year, data from the Mmes and Geosciences
Bureau showed.

Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Regina
Lopez told Reuters on Friday that there will “definitely” be
more mine suspensions when the ruling on the 20 f'lung

. suspension is released, possibly within the week.

The Philippines is the biggest supplier of nickel ore to
China, where the metal is used to make stainless steel. Eight
of the 10 suspended mines are nickel producers, and along"
with 14 of the 20 facing suspension, they accounted for
more than half of the Philippines’ nickel ore output last year.

Production dropped to 19.8 million tons in the nine
months to September from 25.97 million tons a year qgo
according to the data.

Weak prices also contributed to the drop in outpit during -
the nine-month period, the mining burezu said. By value,
nickel direct shipping ore dropped 44 percent in J'lnu.iry-

September - Reuters
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DAVAO CITY Aformer ch1eftech~
nical advisor-for the United Nations
(UN) on Global Environfent Projects,
: urged the government to shun engag-
ing in waste-to-énergy (WTE) projects,
| which produce the most toxic chemical
substances that are detrimental to en-
- vitonment and human health, -

“All thermal WTE technologies
produce the most toxic substances,
known to science. I am a scientist and

1 toxic chemical we know are a group of
compounds known as dioxins. Dioxins
are produced by all of thése WTE tech-

{ hologies,” Dr: Jose Emmanuel told a
press conference on Monday: ..

He said that the Philippines:does
not have the capability to manage any
WTE technology project, and-has no
capability to monitor the level of toxic
substances the WTE plant is reléasing
into the environment. =

- “Dioxins are toxic even atvery, very

also an engineer. In sciénce; the most

small concentrations. For example if

you.put-one drop of dloxm mtc ‘ a lake
that is enough to produce har| nful ef-
fects on people who eat the fis h In the’

lake,” he said.
He said that people who are e.xposed

todlomnsareatnskofgettmgcancex;dys- ‘

function of ovaries in women, reproduc-

tlvedlsordersmmenwhosemothershave :
been exposed to dioxin, anddecreasesthe o

1IQ level among the children,

“The moral issue is that uf you
release dioxin today that dloxm will
remaif in our erivironment for at least

40 generatlons so that means we'are -

not only endangering ourselves and
our children. We are endangermg our
great, great, great, great, anq ‘great
grand children because ti will take a
long time for dioxin to disappe from
the enwronment,” he said. 1:-"-,

He also urged the government. to
study the proposals of the moré ad-
vanced countnes , particularly Japan, in
putting up a WTE plant here. (Antomo
L. Colina IV) i

F ormer UN expert warns agal_gngt';
waste 10- energy projects S R
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ENVIRONMENT ,,t-o" anlzatmns
saxd ‘the governmenta should block
further approvals of waste ~to-en-
_ergy (wte) proj jects, which they said
w111 lJead to.a detenoratmn in air
quahty '

EcoWaste Coalltlon s Ochxe To-
lentino said the technology will un-
- dermine the country’s effort to curb
. environmental degradation and pur-
.stie a low-carbon development path.

; “[Once]l we: allow burn wte
technologles, our citizens will be
.locked in to years of dirty, toxic,
and costly solid waste management
systems. Burn wte facilities emit
~greenhouse gases and “toxic fly ash
.and bottom ash. Allowing these fa-
cilities will sabotage our country’s
. efforts to clean-our, air and imple-
‘ment the Ecological Solid Waste

.. Management Act,’ Mr: Tolentmo
was quoted.as.saying in the'group ’s
statement e-mailed to- reporters
Friday. T

¢ “We urge (Envn'onment) Secre-
tary (Regma PazL) Lopez totake the

wail”

lead ‘promotmg ecologmal and sus-
talnable solutions to the” country’s

garbage problems We already have
cities, municipalities and barangays
-that are successfully implementing
"safe, ptoven and low-cost. ecologi-

.cal management of municipal solid -

waste and their experiences can be

.replicated across the country,” ‘M.

Tolentino.added. L

%, The groups, part:of the Stop

jwaste-to-energy (wte) Alliance; said
the DENR has not acted on a peti-

tmn sent by various enwronmental

.- networks on Sept. 1, 2016 T

. - The petition calls for a repeal of

 the Natignal Solid Waste Manage- -

Lsment.Commission Resolution No.-.
- 669, series 2016, which allows the .

. entry and operations of burn wte
i pro;ects The NSWMC is chaired by
- the DENR. C o

. Meanwhile, a parallel anti-wte
forum was also held in Davao City

. organized by the Sustainable. Davao

. Movement, Ateneo- “University
Commumty Engagement and Ad-

DENR warned on Waste to energy tech

vocacy Co "nc11 and the EcoWaste
Coalition. J%g R

'The forum included presenta-
tionsby DrJ Jorge Emmanuel, former
chief tech ]u:al advisor.of the United
Nations Develop;nent Program on
global (UNDP) environment waste.
projects. ||

“There lls no such thing as ‘clean
incineration,’ » Mr., Emmanuel, for-
mer chief|technical advisor of the

. UNDP on glqbal environment waste

projects, saidina separate statement
released on Monday.
{; “Allincinerators release toxicpar-
ticulates, ox1c gases such as carbon
dioxide an d carbon monoxide, toxic
metals suc h as lead and mercury and
other poll itants in addition to diox-
ins,” Mr. meanuel added.

Dioxins are toxic at very lowlevels
and arekn own to cause various types

.of cancer.|A singleiparticulate of the
kind thatjis released to the environ-
‘ment will remam for up to 150 years
‘ifon topsull more than 500 yearsifin

‘bodies of water
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: VARIOUS env:.ronmental groups 5ye :
Environmentand Natural Resources
Lopez to take the lead in promofing ecological and.
sustainably tionstothe country’sgarbagewoes
. The groups:made the appeal in a protest action in : <,
front of th DENR main office it S Avenue,
\ AQuezon Clty
%reen groups lamented the ﬂoodmg of ther-;
| mal or "waste-to-energy” | (WiE): technolo *gy
proposals which they believed will undermine t
country’s effort:to curb environmental degradatlonn
and pursue,a low-carbon development path,
e protesters that marched o the DENR were
composed ofvanousenvuonmentalwatchdoggroupsy
and advbcates §uch .as Bangon Ka].tkaz%‘anMovement,,1
Consuirnér Rights for Safe Food, EcoWasté Coalition,
| Greenpeace Southeast Asia, Globals Afliance-for In- -
| cinerator: Alterniitives, Health Care Witholif Harm, : 3
Mother Earth Foundation, P}uhppme Movement foru
| Climate Justice,and Piglas ng Kababaihan.”.-
The protest action was also in connection: w1th thet
{ failure of the’DENR to act on their] pehhon sent lash
Sept. 1 to theoffice of Lopez. |-

.The petition urged Lopez to repeal the Nahonal
Solid Waste Management Commissjon'Resolution

. 669 series of 2016, which allows the- entry and eper-||
ations of bum WtE The NSW'MC is: chan‘ed by. the
DENR.

“We urge Secretary Lopez to take the lead in’
‘promoting ecological and sustainable solutions to the:
country’s garbage woes. We already have cities, mu-
nicipalities and batangays that are successfully im-
plemenl:m%safe , provenand low—cosf:ecologlcalnmn
agement of municipal solid waste-and their experi-

| ences can’be replicated across the-country,” said
EcoWaste Coahhon Zero Waste campalg;ner ‘Ochie;
‘Tolentino, - -

Tolenhno said that once the bum WIE technolo-.
gies will be allowed the people will be locked-in to.
| ‘years of chrty ‘toxiciand costly . sohd waste manage-
‘| ment systemsi .0 L curiaan
“Burn-WIE facilities emit greenhouse gases and
(| toxic fly-ash and'bottom ash. Allowing these facili-:
| ties will sabotage ‘our country’s efforts‘to clean our:
-air and mplement the Ecological Sohd Waste Man-:
agement Act,” he said.

- Accordmg 1o the groups, burri;WiE; teehnologies #
are rebranded'?ga:bage—bmnmg facilities’and incin- |
; eratorsusedbywaste industries and vendors to hlde_;:
' the techniolog e and dupe unaware’
buyers ‘andy; ents parhcu%arly from’ developmgl
i countries Jike the- Pluhppmes f )
" “It i$ lamentable that government agencles are |
i{ still pining: for Costly magic bullets to solve our |
waste problerns, when proven, safe-and sustainable |
|| solutions aré;alréady enshrined ih bur existin pol-
| icies,” said Vori'Hemandez, a 2003 Goldman v:-‘
| ronmental Prize’ Tecipient. ;

PP 3 TV, R SAT TR, TUT SO TSR SIS S TR
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CALABARZON AND NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION- . " ! I
Talks set before permit moratorium, dismantling ' L
--of Hllégal aqua facilities in Laguna de Bay i
WiTH the Impendlng dlsmantling of illegal-fish pens and cages at the Laguna de Bay by the I
second week of Décember and & mmatonum on permits by January, the Department of Enyiron:
ment and Natural Resgurces {DENRY plans to hold talks with operators to further explam the |
need to rationalize the use of the 90,000-hectare (ha) lake. “The thrust thére is to send the me# ‘
sage that the DENR, under Secretary {Gina L) Lopez, will rationalize the fake and the bias will be f
for the fi sherfclk to have access to their fraditional fishing ground " said DENR Undersecretary
Arturo T. Valdez weho also heads the Natiohial Antr-Enwronmental Crime Task Force (NAECTF). | ' ™
Recently, the NAECTF demolished a 13-ha illegal fish pen falling within the jurisdiction of Muntm- .
- Tupa City. "Secretary Lopez has made it very clear that the fisherfolk should enjoy the lake," he .
" said. DENR said th lake s current carrytng capacity allows up to only 9,000 ha for aquaculture
but frsh pens ‘and cages are occupyrng 12,375.18 ha of the surface water, . ¥
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Worldinbrief

: 190 NATIONS BACK BIODERVISITY INCLUSIONIN

“FORESTRY, AGRICULTURE, TOURISM L
 UNITED NATIONS, United States: More than 190 couritries atamajor United Na-
+ tions conference in Mexico have pledged to step up efforts to integrate biodiversity
Hinto the:policies of their forsts, fisheries, tourism and agriciulture sectos. Over the

+ weekend, countries adopted the Cancan Declration, natmed after the Mexican city
where the-13* meeting of the Conference of the Partles to.Convention on Biological

; Diversity (CBD), known as (OP13, Is being heid. The Declaration fepresents an unprec- | .

. edented recognition from the international community that biodiversity protection ~ ! -

 must involve different governmental and economic sectors and not just environment -

'-ministries, “The Cancun Declaration, and the powerful commitments made here at

- the High Level Segment send a stéong signal that countries are reay to achleve the

. AlchiTargets;" said Brauiio Ferreita de Souza Dias, executive secretary of the CBD,

* referring fo the 20 biodivergity targats that parties to the (BD dre meant to achieve

. by2020. UN NEWS . -
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