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Gov't marks sites for seaweed farmmgu

The government is boosting
‘its ‘efforts to bolster seaweed
production in the country as
| it aims'to creaté an alternative

' source of income and mitigate

the effects of climate change,,
- The Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources .

(DENR) said it has started iden:. |

tifying Suitablesites for seaweed
farming nationwide including
Batangas, Quezon, Cebu and
. Antique; among others. 5

- Envifonment Secretary Gina
Lopéz fioted the strong market
- potential 6f seaweed due to its
: fast—grong characteristics -
.41 highmarket price, mak-

_'_-mg 1f an 1mportant economic

'By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON '
activity to alleviate poverty 1n ,

the rural areas.

“The seaweed revenues'

should affect more tfian one per-
son wht&e developing anvarea; We
can get the country outof poverty
through this project,” Lopez said.

.. She added the department
'would not only focus on sea-

weed propagation, but also in

Jnarketing its by-products.
. According to .the Bureau
of Agricultural Statistics,
.seaweed is the top. aquacul-
" ture: commodity, followed. by -
milkfish (bangus):and. tilapia.
-Around 12,000 farmers- aré
‘involved in seaweed farming.

- The most comimon Speqes
of seaweed that thrive in the
country are Kappaphycus al-
varezii (P35-P45 per kilogramn);

" Kappaphycus striatum (P35-
- P45 per kg); and Eucheuma

denhculatum (P10-20 per Kg).

* . Apart from its economic b-

tential, seaweed is one of the natu-
raland effecuvecarbonsequesters
that can beé'found in the coastal
area and some of its. 3pec1es ‘can
grow a]ong51de mangroves. %~
Using Sleaweed for human
production ‘and consumption
also helps th emanneecosystem
as it reduces the organisms that

~are mfesl:mg other lives in ﬂ1e
“sea.
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country’s remalmng metal
may reach a final decision o

fate of the 31 such fac111t1es after * o

ab out five months.

The Mines and Geoscxences‘ :

Bureau s. (MGB) Offlcer -in-.
charge ‘Assistant Director Danilo

U: Uyk1eng said that the process ™’

may ‘take that long “if the whole.

process-is-done in accordance to ‘
K L of the audit is not yet f1na1 as
-“] prepared an action plan. 1

schedule.”

need 25 people to make up five
techmcal working groups to.re-

v1ew one-mine which will take
four working days,” Mr. Uykieng !

said in a phone 1nter\r1ew on ..

Thursday : row

The validation process ‘may- =

take a further six weeks :OF 50

o)

'meetmg with the secretary to dis-

,cuss’ personnel requlrements 50,

that we can start the»re "hew,” Mr.

Envu'onment Secreﬁry Regina

:Paz L. Lopez wan 5 the process
".expedl’ced
* “Iwill not all"

o

the mmers

ma“tmﬁ will be

e R,

¢ omorrowl(Fr 'y), we‘ll be

tha because__

ereceived a copy on No

The nationwide cr
against miners that em
' .stzi_ndard environmen

“This brings to more %:h nj
three -quarters of the- country’s

. total,metal mmes those that a.reﬁ\;

Uylueng tosieer

; i of the ﬁudlt becat'ls it

’ started last July. : 2
. !'These mines, both suspended i
’, e and identified for suspension, |
" makeup 55.5% of the industry’sn
e ‘mckel output lastyear.
i The aundit, which began July -
‘ ,'8 ‘was originally supposediobe a
so the as_sessment processisn’tto  one-month review to be conclud- -

A w ] i : — .
g -e’n ]J.gh%' L EE X kwu ry E‘EI!I‘!??AuguSt Jﬂnina C. Ll;‘l.‘..:i;t

reports are “sgveral binders ]ong .

Rei-fred
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I don’t belleve in mlracles but...

O it came to pass that DENR
secretary-designate  Regina
Lopez finally set foot in, Rio
Tuba ldst Wednesday, December
7. Rio Tubais the barangay of Ba-
taraza town in' the southernmost
tip of the main islind of Palawan
.province that hosts a nickel min-
ing operation of the same name.
Rioc Tuba Nickel Mining Corpo-
ration’ is owned 60-40 by Nickel
Asia Corporation (NAC) and Pa-
cific Metals (PAMCO).
Since the eatly 2000s Rio Tuba
has also Been host to a'nickel ore
processing plant :named Coral

Bay, which in turn is-10% owned .

by NAC with Sumitomo Metal
Mining (SMM) as the principal.
As some of those who read this
space dnd/er who know me may
know, I wotk for NAC as-its cor-
porate affairs person. But I did
not-have. the “privilege” of bemg
part of the welcoming commit-
tee for the Secretary-designate,
Our CEO, who is an all-arcund
nice guy, figured that my presence
might be like a pebble inside an
expensive shoe, given pieces that
have appeared here that are not
too positive about the guest. So
I was sort of “banned” from the

event -+ ok ok we can drop ‘sort

*.of” - and could otily monitor de-

velopments from afar.
I kept texting folks, in the area

“Ano Balita?” but-was not feceiv-

mg any replies for quite- some
time, Which got me wortied. You

- see, Rio Tuba River-is-home to

la.rgc crocadiles. and T was afraid
that some pro-mining ctocodiles
might have attacked the visitors
and all that...

Finally the updates came in droves
as the sun was setting over Ma-
aila Bay. “Ok naman sir”, one text
said. “She loves everything nativel”

“Mukhang impressed naman siya sa
nakita niya”, another text went. A
third was a snnple “So far so good”

Hmmm.: .

Yesterday I was dumbfounded
to receive 2 message over Viber
from somedne attending a brief-
ing at the DENR, The message
was 2 guote from the Secretary-

designate who was said to havé
uttered these words: e
“I lové Rio Tuba! I love what

they did there! Their CSR funds
are much: bigger than their SODMP
funds.
seerl. But welte gonna help them

e lpplﬂes

So far it's the best 've

SOme mote..

Holy Smokes Batman! The
world’s turned on its head!! '
Frankly T don’t think the Sec-
retary-designate has abandoned
lier long-expressed opinion that
“there is no rcaponmblc mining
in the Philippines” because that
would be too much of a 180-de-
gree turn for her that would
cause her to break with many of
her NGO allies. But maybe that
statement has become somethirig
like “There might be aspects of
re5pon51blt_ mining in the Phil-
, which is a concession
enotigh that previous .generaliza-

tions may not be well-informed:

Still I couldn’t help but feel like.
out visitor was like Pearl Harbot’s
visitors on Dec 7 many many
moons ago!

But you really beheve in mita-
cles??

If the Secretary-designate gets
confirmed, and if after confirma-
tion she says “there IS responsible

«ggining in the Philippines and it is

practiced in places like Rio Tuba”
then I in rurn will enter the Jesuit
novitiate in Novaliches.

Now I don’t know which of the
two will be the bigger miraclel
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Philippine Mining’s Best

HREE mining companies received

the prestigious Presidential Min-

eral Industry Environmental Award
(PMIEA) for their exemplary efforts in
achieving environmentally and socially re-
sponsible surface mining and mineral pro-
cessing operations, during the celebration
of the 63rd Annual National Mine Safety
and Environment Conference (ANMSEC)
held at CAP-John Hay Trade and Cultural
Center last November 8 in Baguio City.

Among the notable 2016 PMIEA award-
ees were OceanaGold (Phils .}, Incorpo- -
rated (Surface Mining Operation Category),
SR Metals, Incorporated {Surface Mining
Operation Category) and Coral Bay Nickel
Corporation (Mineral Processing Category).
. - The PMIEA was establishéd under Ex-
ecutive Order No. 339, Series of 1997, to
recognize exemplary efforts of the min-
ing groups and companies in achieving
environmentally and socially responsible
exploration, mining and mineral processing
operations. . :
The foliowing companies achieved a

degree of superior performance in environ-
ment, safety and health and were conferred
by PMIEA Selection Committee Achieve-
ment Awards: : C

Surface Mining Operation
PLATINUM— Cagdianao Mining Corpo-
ration,Greenstone Resources Corporation,
RioTuba Nickel Mining Corp.,
TITANIUM— Agata Mining Ventures, Inc.,
Hinatuan Mining Corp.-Tagana-an, Platinum
Group Metals Corp.,Taganito Mining Corp.

Mineral Exploration .
PLATINUM— Mt. Labo Exploration and
Development Corp., Silangan Mindanao

Mining Company, Inc.,
Inc.

Quarry Operation
_ PLATINUM— Holcim Mining and De-
velopment Corp.-Bulacan Plant, Holcim
Mining and Development — Davao Plant,
Holcim Mining and Development Corp.- La
Union Plant; :
TITANIUM— Eagle Cement Corporation,
LafargeHolcim Aggregates, Inc.

TITANIUM— Tambuli Minin‘g Company,

"This year's over-all winners for Best Min-
ing Forest Contest are Taganito Mining
Corporation (Metallic Category), Holcim
Resources and Development Corporation
{(Non-metallic Category), Coral Bay Nickel
Corporation (Mineral Processing Category),
Aglubang Mining Corporation (Exploration
Category) :

The Best Mining Forest Contest was
established by virtue of Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Administrative Order No. 22, Series of 1989.

Runners-up for 2016 Best Mining Forest
Contest are the following:

Métallic Category ‘
Philex Mining Corporation, 1* Runner-up,
Carmen Copper Corporation, 2™ Runner-

_ up; OceanaGold (Phils}, Inc. 3" Runner-up.

Non-metallic Category

Holcim Mining and Development Corpo-
ration, 1% Runner-up; Holcim Mining and
Development corporation-Davao Plant; Hol-
cim Mining and Development Corporation
~ La Union Plant, 2" Runner-up; Solid Earth
Development Corporation, 3" Runner-up

Mineral Processing Category
Philippine Mining SErvvice Corporation

- Alcoy Plant, 1* Runner-up;Apo Cement

Corporation 2™ Runner-up :

Exploration Category -
- Silangan Mindanao Minirg Co. Inc., 1%
Runner-up’ '

~° SAFEST MINES
Winners and runners-up for the 2016 Saf-
est Mines Awards included

Safest Surface Mining Operation
Award :

OceanaGold, Winner; SR Metals, Inc.
Runner-up '

Safest Cement Operation Award

Northern Cement Corporation, Winner;
Holcim Mining and Development Corp. -
La Union, runner-up :

Safest Quarry Operation Award
Solid Earth Development Corp., Winner;
LafargeHolcim Aggregates, Inc, Runner-up

Safest Mineral Processing — Cement
Plant Category

Taiheiyo Cement Philippines, Winner;
Apo Cement Corporation, Runner-up -

Safast Mineral Processing -
Concentrator Category Award
OceanaGold (Phils.}, Inc. - Winner

Safest Mineral Processing-Extraction
Category Award

Coral Bay Nickel Corporation, Winner;
Taganito HPAL Nickel Corporation, Runner-

up

Safest Mineral Processing - Crushing

Plant Category Award o
Philippine Mining Service Corporation

- Bohol Plant, Winner; Montalban Millex Ag-

gregates Corporation, Runner-up

Safest Mineral Processing - Calcining
Plant Category Award ’
Benguet Management Corporation -Tim-
ber.and Lime Multi:Purpose Cooperative,
Winner ’
Most Improved Safety Performance
Platinum Group Metals Corporation, Win-

ner.’,

éafést Mining Operation: Metallic Cat-

egory
OceanaGold (Phils.), Incorporated, Win-
ner ' :

Safest Mining Operation: Non-metallic
Category . .
Solid Earth Development Corporation- .
Winner; Taiheiyo Cement Philippines, Win-
ner;Apo-Cement Corporation, Runner-up

' BEST MINES PERSONALITIES .

Best Mines Personalities for 2016 were

also.recognized during the said event, in:
cluding the following: '

Safety Inspector o
(Underground) Jerrel K Lagoyyo, Bengue

. Corp. - Acupan Project; (Surface) James M.

Paje, Taganito Mining Corp.

Mine Supervisor :
{(Underground) Juan B. Napudo Benguet
al A oM Il 3
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Keynote speech 43¢ Annual National Mine
*Safety and Environment Conference Philippine
Mine Safety and Environment Association

THE officers and members of the Philippine Mine Safety and Environ-
ment Association, our partners in the private sector, fellow workers in
government, guests, ladies and gentlemen a pleasant evening to alll

On behalf of Undersecretary Mario Luis Jacinto, | was tasked to de-
liver the keynote speech of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte. President
Duterte extends his warmest greetings of congratulations and best
wishes to the organizers of this 63rd Annual National Mine Safety and
Environment Conference, and the dedicated men and women behind
the Philippine Mine Safety and Environment Association,

Sixty-three years of responsible mining is a great achievement. |
would like to commend you for your collective accomplishments as a
group over the years. This is a testimony to your hard work and resil-
ience in the face of challenges and adversities.

This year's Conference is proof of PMSEA's relevance in the mining
industry. Its role as a champion of advocacies that promote occupa-
tional safety and health, sound environmental management and social
responsibility in mining has helped change the lives of many people for
the batter, and developed communities in the local and regional levels,
thereby contributing to the country's development and in nation build-
ing.

gHowever, there is so much more that needs to be done. ' And 1 would
like to pose a challenge not only to the PMSEA, but the mining sector
in general, to step up and do your share in making sure that our in-
dustry will not only impact the economy in general, but the lives of the
ordinary people affected by mining, in particular. .

On the part of government, please know that we are serious in hav-
ing all hands onboard so that all industries can productively contribute
in the total effort of seeing the country march to meaningful progress
and development. ' :

With this as premise, the Mines and Geosciences Bureau shall
pursue five (5) policy directions toward a long-term and stable policy
environment that is essential to realize the true potential of our mineral
deposits. Focus shall be on the following areas in the days to come.

+ Policy 1: Minerals and metal-led industrialization initiatives

The following are among the major development agenda for our
country: a)investment in human resource capital development espe-
cially from the science and technology sectors, b) revitalization of the
manufacturing industries, and , ¢} the levelling up of annual public
spending on infrastracture at 5% of GDP or even up to 6% of GDP.

The industrialization in a resource rich country like the Philippines

invariably involves value-adding activities for downsiream processing
of metallic mineral resources. The strategies are:

1. Ensure continued availability and security of supply of materials
and commodities, and thereby, minimize risks to the economic
growth trajectory, by planning and establishing a robust mine-to-
metal value-chain. ' :

2. Revisit regulatory and compliance policies as regards mining and
processing of metallic minerals S

3. Conduct an inventory and further exploration sludies, if neces-
sary of ihe various natural resources in the country especially the
magﬁetite sand deposits, coal, limestone, nickel, chromite, etc.

« Policy 2: Sireamlining of application procedures

Red tape is a disincentive to investors and presents opportunities for
graft and corruption. In order to address red tape, | have instructed to
simplify and rationalize applications procedures in terms of documen-
tary requirements, systéms and signatories, processing time and pro-
cessing cost to strengthen the foundation of good governance which
is essential in the building of competitive focal economigs. MGB has
to be clearer in its policy.issuances, make sure that things are “well
understood” and the Bureau is able to cut down on the list of require-

mmmbn mimd dnniimnnnbe dhab haus b4 kA Alhimibad tn malia tha fima of

* Policy 3: MGB-led inter-agency coordination of regulatory agencies

© 7in mining projects srtooT T o T

MGB shall closely coordinate with other regulatory agencies in th

approval of mining projects. These regulatory agencies, among oth-
ers, include the Environmental Management Bureau for the Environ-
mental Compliance Certificate and other environmental requirements,
the Biodiversity Management Bureau for areas closed to mining such
as protected areas, nationaliparks; the National Commission on Indige-
nous Peoples for the required Cerlification Precondition pursuant to.the
Indigenous Peoples Rights Act; the National Water Regulatory Board
for the water rights; and of course, with the Local Government Units
for the required endorsement from the Sanggunian. The management
of thgygountry's mineral resources will stress the sharing of authority

&mong the government agencies.

» Policy 4: Strong Community relations programs

The government will work hand-in-hand with community relations
practitioners in achieving the government's and the industry's common
objectives on responsible mining and community development. The
challenge s to squarely address legitimate concerns, provide proper
information to have shared perspectives of development options, en-
courage cooperation in order to build trust and shared goais and val-
ues and ensure that host communities are deeply involved in the envi-
ronmental protection and enhancement programs. The government will
see to it that host communities are engaged in every step of the way
towards\responsible mining and adhere to the principle of subsidiarity,
which recognizes that decisions should be decentralized and taken
aSilose as possible to the people and communities most directly af-
fected. On the side of the industry, we encourage you to work well with
the communities and engage them from day one of the project. Only
b‘.‘yf‘engaging host communities and local government officials will give
people in the communities a sense of ownership {over a mine) and un-
derstand that mining is important in development of a community. Pro-
yiding vital information about the industry can be addressed by proper
information that is verifiable. As for the unreasonable disinformation
d‘p mining that will come our way, we need to clarify the wrong percep-
tions and ideas and show that these are meant to discredit or fry fo put
some doubt on what will be most beneficial for the people.

v "Policy 5: Final land use options of mineral lands
i We all know that mining is just a temporary land use. Hence, we
‘will ensure that final land use options will be tharoughly discussed and
consulted with the local government units, the communities and other
stakeholders. Greater coliaboration between LGus, community, local
civil society, and the industry will result in sound land use planning and
management and determination of the most suitable and sustainable
final land use. i o
Based on the Philippine Statistics Authority report, aithough mining
_ contribution to GDP of the Philippines is a measly 0.6%, the mining
and quarrying in the regional level such as in MIMAROPA contributes
'20% of the GRDP while in CARAGA, it contributes 22% of the GRDP.
This information on the mining contribution to GRDP in MIMAROPA -
and CARAGA is enlightening as/we know for a fact that mining Is con-
.'centrated only in certain areas of the country. Furthermore, if you look
at the impact of mining in areas where it is occurring, then it could be
70% of total economic activity and 70% of all employment. Thus, the
locality is practically fotally dependent on the confribution of taxes and
revenues that are generated by the mining operations. We only have
108 aclive mining areas for metallic and non-metaliic mines within -
the country, so we are not present in all provinces of the Philippines.
We may have a small contribution in the overall GDP statistics butin
provinces and regions where mining exists a higher Gross Regional”
Domestic Product is evident which means more beneficial to commu-
nities/ provinces/ regions. The industry must grow for it to confribute
more fo development in areas with pofential mineral deposits.
The task before us is daynting especially at this time when mining
companies are projected as spoilers of the environment. But, with our
co[lectivq effort, consistgncy» of purpose and commitment to respon-
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. ]ust ‘three stripes
; surfaces alorig. the tra11 " In

“'Czech and" Flhpmo orga-
nizations opened rigw. tourist
“trails equipped with interna-
' tional marker systems in Mt.
Kanldon' Natural 'Park, Ne-
gros Occidental, ™ *
»Promotirig; the ~beauty of
less known parts .of the Phil-
ippines, three color-coded
trails using’ the colors of the

‘o Pluhppme flag-were: opened

fl;om Gumtubdan to Buslu-

: gan Falls in'red; to-Oro Falls.

in yellow and :to-Salas Park
Nature Pavrhonmblue L
%' The, system originated in

rrCzeclua in 1886, but:is now bu

umﬁed across. _a ‘niimber of

countries. The;Markers Sys-

1 w; to the

Phrhppmes
»The trails' were: marked by
Meéndel Umvers1ty “students

. iny cooperation ' with, Rafael

Salds Park and. Nature Cen-
te'%:»; Mendel Umversrf:y has
réeently started a cooperation
program w1th De*La Salle
University in ‘Bacolod.
", The ‘trails ‘Were opened by
Ladislav Havel, president of
ndel Umversxty, and Jan
Yiopil, deputy " head of the
'Czech ' embassy in ‘Manila.
Havel stresséd ‘that: “the ease
of markmg ds well ag its low

' cest facilitatesiits use;

. The markers are basically
jainted on

— -_L..;_._.

. pasttime, the t _1{‘}'5}a=l
, are usually I%wrked by v%ﬁm %
. 1K {‘_

trails;

E i pe, wlﬁre chiking i E

teers y e
The iricrease Jr( inbodid
mternatlonal tourists (Erom ¥

Europe to the Phlhppmes e
ated'the need to have a u-n— b
ple;- ‘econoinical, ‘nationwide. :
and. umfredmsystem of tou%n
markers A
According; to'! the Cz ecl‘Lg,,
Ambassador“}aroslav Olss ]ra 0
“The ‘projéct’aims to let Doth¥!
domestic.afid foreign touns"
explore-, the other bea

and distances;: ':;;.' : !‘1_. b
Each_pasm marker is’ gk
X1, 'l “rectangle consxsﬁirlg
of thiree stripes:’ white-colofg
white.’ Four colors are. Ubedi:
in "be_t_ween the'! two WIhl_ H
stripes; red.and blue to ir; b
caté loniger and the most/ it
ficult Erails,’ red for sunmﬂt*‘*é
: yellow and. green] \
the'e easmr and 1nterconnectm' ;
trails.
The color reference is uggﬁ
ase of,%1dentlf1cat10n l¥nd
oes any. confusion j'j_ftl1 .'
srrmlar colors appeanng _f-"e"

ft
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'] il mokerds pat w2 o 4. Y

I-l]"lgers in Mt. Kanlaon are guided by tr ; il
Umverslty s Ladislav Havel (rlght)

%)eatedly T _would not have been poss1ble
The ~markers are recom-j_. -without the suppott ofCarinel-
{ niended to be painted on fixed :ita, Salas, the longest serving
Objects like trees or stones along '-_Ph1h ypine ambassador: to; the
the tourist paths. The Marker . Republic;: whose family
Systém msta]lahon pm]ect, roqtq arein Negros. . - -,
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ILOILO CITY — An official of

. the Department of Etivironment and
| Natural Resources (DENR) is urging
 local governments in Western Visayas
to toughen laws on the treatment of

wastewater

I only a matter of implemen-
-, tation,” said ArJunn Calvo, chief for

. planning, programmmg and:educa-

. tion division of ‘the regmnal DENR’s
"Environmental Management Bureau

. (EMB).

. While.the, level of collform bacteria

. in the Iloilo- Batlano River that runs

through Iloilo City and Oton town has

;. dropped, Calvo noted there are not
' enough septic tanks put up by bigger

estabhshments to reduce the, level of

‘ fwater pollutlon

The EMB. is pushmg for a central-

_ized sewage system that connects the

sewage line$ of subdivisions, condo-

: mlmums commerc1a1 centers hotels,

”:Wastewater treatment pres‘sed

hospltals, and markets

Calvo added septic tanks must be

alsb regularly cleaned to keep them
working properly.

Aside from Iloﬂd the EMB also .

momtors{bactena levels in Roxas City
in Caplz and Boracay in Aklan (Tara
Yap)

'.rp o
—— — il
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_ A PHL LARGEST SI 2 . PLANT: D%pa_rtment of Public Works and

Highways Senior Undersecretary. Rafael Yabut (6th fro ht), representing; President Rodrigo Duterte, led the ceremonial energi-
zation of the Marikina North Sewage'Treatment Plant (STP):in Balubad Résé

N ) [ : )18 eltlement, Barangay Nangka, Marikina City. He Is joined’
by Environment Secretary. Gina Lopez (4th\from left), Ina City. Mayor:Marcy Teodoro (5th fromileft) and Manila Water chairman’ -
Fernando Zobel de Ayala (3rdifrom left). Others in'ph. : Manila r Operations €00 Ferdinand Dela Cruz, Manila 3
Water president and CEO Gérardo Ablaza, Metropolitah Waterworks afd Seéw ‘System OIC:administrator Nathaniel Santos;
MWSS-Regulatory Office chiéf re’giul'a,tpr.doel Yu, Laguna Lake Developni ty general manager Neric Acosta, San Maté
[Manila Water Corporate Operations Grou ) Co

Rizal Vice Mayor Rgfael Di_at_‘anél, eodino Carpio.

E5)
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-oswo DAR, DENR §

! wh

From pcge 2

protestmg their appointments.:

man House contingent in the CA,

hearing '

among congressmen,

She sdid Taguiwalo’s statement
on the now outlawed priority
developmient assrstance fund (PDAF)
may have been “misconstrued” as a
criticism of Congress,

The DSWD chief dréw the ire | '

of congressmen during her agency s,

budget hearing because sheissued
Memorandum Circular 9 which .
made congressmen’'s recor--
"mendations on the identities of -

“indigerits who, can benefit from the

department’s financial assistance. = -

' unless they could come up- wrth !
| satisfactory explanations in °
connection with various comp]amts .

Cortuna, a member of the 12—

admitted that ‘Taguiwalo’s alleged
attempt to picture Congress as a -
corrupt body during a budget -
in the .House of
- Representatives did not sit well

.1 pmamimier rr»qi

.becomé at the recemng end of their

bid to introduce reforms in their,
respective departments accordmg
to Cortuna.” ' . '

The lawraker, however, refused
to elaborate on which groups were |
lobbying against Mariano and Lopez,
]except to say they are “interest* ]
groups.”

Cortuna added pohtlcal metlves i

“could e one. 6f the stronger'j

reasons some members of the’ CA-,q

L.

‘Cabinet secrefaries.

Lopez’s tough stance m
protecting the environment ' has
apparently impressed President -

l

a

Rodrigo Duterte, who offered: her .

the DENR portfolio.
Tagmwalo -and Mariano, who

. were members- of mrlltant
© organizations associated with’ the .

~ Left before Duterte appomted
them fo his Cabinet, are very vocal °
against- the burial of the late

. Presrdent Ferdlnand Marcos Sr at

o T

At lea‘st thire Cabmet
_ time getinngconﬁrmatmn on
. +their appomtment; a member

‘of the powerﬁﬂ Cérmmission
“on Appomtments (CA)
’ yesterdayrevealed :
' A Teachers partyl:st Rep.
JiJuliet Cortuna, t 2 new
+ iforum, named Sccretarres '
: ;Judy‘ Tagulwal of the
Departmeént of Socral Welfare
and Developmerit Rafael
; Marigng! (Agrana ] Reformj
andGlnaI

Tom Ito page 3

‘I"\'e'- ‘lﬁl

*. never surfaced a5 a'reason for the
“CA to slow down on their Cabmet

appointments. . -,
_Mariano a.nd Tagu1walo are

' known to have aired views against

the burial of Marcos at the Libingan

' ngmga Bayam

Yice Presrdent Lenr Robredo
apparently has been booted out of

' theé Duterte Cabinet for expressing
- asimilar stanq ‘against:the Marcos

" voice of the people we also give
'everybody a chance ‘to explain -

- ineluding ap  for

!

burial controversy

“While we' also have to hear the :

‘those .
conﬁrmation,ﬁ.sald Cortuna.
The influential body composed

- of congressmen and senators is
1 expected to pa.ss judgment before
- Congress ad_;ourns for the .

Christmas bregk next week.

2]
+ [it

) secretaries may have a hard
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CENRO to ‘tokhang’ residents
who don’t segregate trash

The City Environment
and Natural Resources Of-
fice (CENRO) will be cracking
down on violators of the city's
solid waste management ordi-
nance, and will be pushing for
a door-to-door implementa-
tion of the measure by Janu-
ary next year, the head of the
agency said.

CENRO chief Elisa Madra-
zo said that the agency is
scheduled to meet with baran-
gay leaders on December 14 at
the Grand Menseng Hotel.

The agency said that the
New Carmen dumpsite is al-
ready handling 600 tons of gar-
bage daily, despite the SWM or-
dinance mandating segregation
beginning from the homes.

The SWM ordinance, at
least in theory, requires hom-

eowners to segregate garbage
at their homes, leaving as few
residual wastes such as sham-
poo sachets and other simi-
lar plastics, in the community
garbage bin for the CENRO to
collect.

The barangays, for their
part, are required to operate
materials recovery facilities to
further reduce the collections.

However, a problem with
the MRF's is the lack of areas in
all of the city’s 132 barangays.

Madrazo lamented that
while the city is able to fund
each barangay’s MRE the ba-
rangays either do not have
space in their areas or have noi
identified the said areas where
the MRF could be construct-
ed. Bach MRF costs around
450,000,

v s -



