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¥ CIENTISTS say Cthereisa
direct link and ‘evidenceithat
"biodiversity boosts the resiliency

of ecosystems.-against the impacts

of climate cHange—a reason the
protectlon and conservation of the |
country’s rich b10d1ver31ty cani never

" Experts believe that the coﬁn~ -

try’s strength or res1hency against

intense typhoons and extreme -
weather events, like prolonged
wet or dry season, is anchored on |
natural defense—the d1vers1ty of
hab1tat-form1ng species both in -

land and in water—which are se-

riously threatened by destructwe |
activities, The Department of En-

vironment and Natural Racarvenn

be overemphasmed

. of forestand coastal habitats for‘ig— )
'IQ
rlculture, f1sher1es resuientlaland

. =
commerci’i‘l’p'u'r'po‘ses, toutrisi an&

other develop‘ment projects, such
as mining, quarrymg, logging: and

. land reclamation—weakens: the

country's natural defense agamst
natural calamltles

¢

T {!130 .
.;che world, itisalsoa’
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‘Serious threat
IN the Ph111ppmes the more seri-
‘ous threat to biodiversity is the

effects of chmate change, which

dre strongly felt in coastal and

marine einwronment
- Director Theresa Mundita

‘8. Lim olf the DENR’s Biodiver-

:_s1ty Management Bureau (BMB)

‘underscored the need to protect

and cons%erve the country’s rich .
blodwersuy to strengthen the

country’s. ;emhency against nat-
‘ural calaf;.rntles and effects of cli-
,mate change that ‘may hasten the

extinction of vulnerable species.
Lim, who ;s{currently in Can-

cun, Mexu:o, fogthe 13th Meeting
'.of the Confer nce of the Parties
(COPL3) to til’ﬁ: Conventlon on

Blologlcal Dlver31ty, sald thereisa

- directlin] {betvgeen climate change
‘and biod Yersxﬁty loss. :
+ With| the theme,

- streamin; g Blod1vers1ty for Well-

“Main-

bemg,"COPlS focuses on biodi-
vermty a%d ecosystem services,

T W e v o
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Altermg ammal beha\uor

CLIMATE-CHANGE has stranige

‘ effects on an1ma1 behavmr .Varl-

ous stud1es suggest that sudden

change intemperature alterrmgra—
tion patterns of marine mammals
and waterfowls ,affecting feedmg
hab1ts breedmg and reproductmn
eventuallyleadmg to n;nbalance, or

worse, speciesiextinction. . ..,

Slghtmgs of an1mals outs;de,

the1r natural. hab1tats is a sign of

change in ammal behavmr N
“Lim cited the behavror of ma-

rine mammals—hke whales! dol-

phins. and sharks—marme turtles )

,,,,,

and even- m:gratory hlrds durlng )

“the peaIE of EI'Nifip 1n;199'7 igan

be attr1buted to the extremely hot
weather. Clnnate change s effect
onanimal behavror, in part1cular,
and life cycles she said, offer sci-
entists an opportunity to study

the effects of climate change in

the. Pha.hppmes and contribute to

the .global effort to mitigate its

adverse 1mpact to b1od1ver31ty

Sea-level rse '
VINCENT HILOMEN executwe d1-

rector of the DENR- BMB’s Coastal ,

and.Marine Division, said climate

change affects coastal and marine

ecosystems in varymg degrees -

. Sea-level rise, coral bleach-
mg, ocean-temperature rise and |
ocean acidification are takmg ;

place globally
Marine scientists have. observed
these chmate-change effects to the

[T

country's coastal and marine envi-
ronment fordecades, Hﬂomensald i

Sea-grass beds and mangroves '
are part1cularly vulnerable to sea-
level rise. The deeper thé ocean be- :

come, the harder it is for sunhght

to, reach sea-grass beds, preventmg :

ecosyskoms
Cll ma‘l‘a (‘,lnayge,

-#:Certainspeciesof n‘}angrove s;he
. added canonlysurvivgon, brackish |,

- "wmater Such species will be the first

togoin ‘case of sea-leve], rise.

“If. their part1cular species

cap tolerate low level of sahmty,

Meons e sma«

then thejr will d1e in: caseaof s’ka
level rrse‘, he explamed s
wf ‘aw [ o M
Thréatstocorals
SUPERTYPHOONS that trigger
storm surges, meanwhlle, caunse
.massive ‘destruction of coral
reefs Th]S he said, have devas-
tating. 1mpact on a wrcle varlety
‘of fish species.

El Nifio, or extreme heat also -
triggers bleaching that may lead
_to the death of corals, forcmg
. fishes to migrate and find healthy
ecosystems, where they can feed,
. and breed.

. “In 1997 and 1998, the- Plul-
1pp1nes experienced mtense El
Nrno This caused massive bleach-
' mg of corals. Nearly ! 90 percent of
our corals died. In fact, the coxalin
Bolmao, [Pangasman] has not yet

_ recovered until now, " he said.*

_Corals are breeding and feedmg
ground of spawning fish.

., -They provide protectron to
smallf1sh against predators thus,
allowmg them to growand replen-
ishtheoceanwith fishforpeopleto.
catchandfeedhumanpopulatmn
Ocean’ acudn‘“ catlon KRR
OCEAN ac1d1f1cat10n ‘caused. by
excessive emission, of .carbon is
'the most feared effect of chmate

change to coastaland marine en-.

‘ v1ronment While the ocean is
V&, b1g ¢arbon sink; its. ‘carbon-

) abso;rptmn capacrty would soon

,reach breaking poipt because: of
"excessive carbon em1tted into

W, Faglﬂ‘ r?-’CDUﬂQ)l

seaweed and dea grass. This w1ll,

def:,n1tely~ affect food securrty, o

quch:nen Said.

He said the Philippines is on*
the: nght track in joining other
coqntnes to cut carbon emis-
smn under the 2015 Paris Agree-
meht. L1m1t1ngthe global temper-
ature increase to below 2 degrees
Ce]]sms by 2030 means deep cuts
on gcarbon e emission.

The Philippines, although'not

g.emitter of greenhouse gas,
rlhmltted to reduce by 70 per-
t] 1ts carbon emission by 2030,
su ]ect to ass1stance it gets from
deyeloped countries.

Scientists have warned that
global-ternperature increasefof
2° C ‘would spell not only the -
exil:mctlon of animal and plant'
species, but the human popula-
tlon, as well. “It is only right to
demand accountability from big"
pol luters But we should also do
our,part in reducmg our own car-
bol‘x footprmt he said. '

Resﬂlency,faster recovery -
Hdvmg healthy ecosystems and -
rich biodiversity make the ecosys-
ten;as, whether in land or water,:f
resilient td climate change. -
Dr AA Yaptinchay, director
ofi‘\Marme Wwildlife Watch .of
the Phlllpp;nes said there are
va!rhoqs studies that suggest the

dlrect link hétween bio d1ver51ty ‘

K and climate change.

Cl1mate change affects ev-
erxbhmg Change in tempera-
ture, sea level, even the chem-~
istry of, the water will 1mpact

li
any 11v1ng thmg in the oceaﬁ
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he’ s‘ald Water temperature in- ..

! erease,’he $aid, wi ‘change wa-
“te¥Curfent. “Certainorganisms
“have specific habitat preferenc-
es. Thereare species that prefer
~ to stay in coral reefs, Change

s in temperature ‘say’ increase in
temperature, will drive them
‘away ot they will die because

they willnot surviveunless they. .

" ‘move to higherlatitude,” he said.

Migratoryspecies,headded, will

be affected once the food source
becomes scarce or vanishes.

“Our problem 1n the tropics is
“that fish. will not go hete because
_they would go in higher latitude,”
" he said. Yaptmchay underscored
" the needtomaintain ahealthy eco-
system, whether i in land or. water,
"to strengthen the res111ency and
allow faster recovery in the event
of chmate -change effects.

Thericher the blodxversny, he
said, the higher the probability
of spec1es surv1v1ng, allowing
the food chain. to have mini-
mum dlsruptlon Thmk of it
this way. If you have only three

" species and lost ore, it will be
harder for the two other spec1es
-tosurvive. Whereas if you have
& thousand specxes and‘youlose

" one specie, you still have hun-

! d,reds of species left, allowing
. a higher.chance of survival for
other species,’ he said.

.:The dwermty of spec1es, he
o sald also allows, faster. recovery

m»case of damage to ecosystem,
citing the case of coral bleaching,
-which willallow fasterrecoveryif
- cofal- reef fish continue to dwell
,on othey.parts of theareef ‘The

, ﬁl-s&!wﬂl)gat ithe algae on%t&

coral Withéut fish, thé algae.'

Wil grow%n the coral. I"]Tt will

A
later-die. Onceialgae st rts en-.

gulfmg ‘the coral, new colral w111

" not grow,” he explainedy;
“The dwer31ty of eco ystems.

allows mteractmn that makes it

healthy and strong. The!Phlhp- .

pines is one of the most dwerse
when it comestomarineb odiver-
sity. ‘What:we need is to h

the threats, protect ourb Lodwer-
ity to maintain the serv1ces the

ecosystemwﬂl provide, to combat

L
b

c11mate change, he sa1d i

Protecting the marine
environment i

ACCORDING to le the| DENR—- '
' BMB's strategy to mitigate. the

1mpaot of clxmate chanfge - to
strengthen the protecltr'lon of
ex1st1ngmar1neprotecte ‘areas..

That way, she said, habrtat—
formmg species from maj ugr‘ctves

tosea grass and corals wilibe'pro-

- tected against destructive human g

actwmes ensuring the suryival

of fish and other marine ]1fe that g

thrwerwrthm . 1., m
“Thé EENR however, 1'sAtak%ng

. a different tack‘ in reha;brh F
ing damaged marine ecosystems,
‘which Hilomen said would cost
around P500,000 to PS Igmlhorn:

per hectare.

We don t have the resources '
for massive rehablhtatlou What ‘
wearegoingtodoisto rec‘luce the
threat and protect our marme- :

environment against estruc—
tive actiyities to allow 'atural
rehablhtatmn, he sa1d L

révent .

R
[ }l‘;‘al% %Sgéjrw meahs Tes )anﬂ Fad-w rcoouwﬂ omgamsf
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JRAL reefs of Snake Island are affected by blaathl 195
1 El Niiio early thls YAr, DENR-BME DIRECTORTHERESA MUNDITAS.LIM .
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Rﬂk&ofsmpe%&?ﬁ%gﬁms t uses mereury'that threat$hs:

. hired for 'the, ex en nment and pubhc health. [T _

3 i ¢ %éo all-scale ining is illegal] andf‘

ido "tw t to be caught or hve the

al.{:var you from public ser--
&forever. 1 cannot help you

17 Lopéz said. ' -

p us'by growing bamboo and

ve seedlings. We will funcht but -

1'be your owp sh -

. " l. L
22 recent clunate change con<
in Morocco, Lopez said thle,coun- :
embark on a massive expansion -
roveand bamboo plantati ons to
en the' ecologlcal and econozmc
énce of ‘local ‘comimunities|in the ¢

1dered asoneofthe fastest grow- :
ing:members-of. the grass-family; bam-.
booyis also known to sequester al‘umuch;
as 400;percent of carbon per ““15 area;
while giving off 35, percant more oxygen

rEL

all-scale mining for fhe moment be- tha .. .. Cory Martinez
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‘survelélflance *aud|t

.y

' he Mines and Geosclences
Bureau (MGB) tasked to

Jtroversial mining industry,

_ 'passed an international surveillance

audit; ensurmg the agency‘s manage-

tent systemfrehabmty@d ifiitimeets
thé applicable:statutory, tegilatory,

“and contractual requlrements of an

"International Orgamzahon for
ardization (ISO) 9001:2008 Cer-

sys A(QMS); var

‘..__SGS the’ certlfymg‘ body, fecom-
m ded the contmumg vahdlty of the
Certlficatlon after its FTour auditors

: cofhpleted the ‘said surveﬂlancé” audit:
'onhNovem ‘ r128 2016, 4
ﬁhe%mmn‘gpurpose ot' the surveil-

!9«13,1, au%;;gs’to verxf:.qt,l_ggE (&Big com-

pliatice %the managerientigystem.
wveillance audlt covered the
I;YICBS prowde y the

?R'M

cation mcludmg renewal ‘the Environ-
mental Protectmn and Enhaneement
Program and Final Mine'Rehabilitation

and/or Decomm1s51omng Plan and

j Laboratory Testing Semcesd‘or min-

eral industry, .
The ob]ectlves of the audlt also

regulate and develop the con-

mclude (1) to determme conforrmty of
the management system with A adit erid -
tena and its ability to ensure applicable
statutory, regulatory. and corltractual
reqmrements are met; and ( to de- .
termine its effectiveness to ensure ‘the !
client can reasonablyexpectt achleve
specified objectives. ip g
MGB has-alh vays been at ereciel =11
ing; énd ofJall the: cnnclsms agamst,the '
country's lughly challenged mmmg
sector i i e o vides
“Desplte“all,the ‘adversi 1es, ﬁe '

MGB has proven to be a sfeadfast |

champmn in the, conservatlonl,\adnun
lstratlon, development, and proper uge

of the country’s mineral resources,"

sald mn; hls message dehvered by MQB
Assistant Director Damlo Uykleng 0

""We have faced up, tothec enges
and never wavered in demonstratmg
whatever it takes to be able to. pursue .
our goal of having a mining lndustry
thatis pro people and pro —env1romnent
in sustammg wealth creatlon‘ andi“ -
proved quahty of hfe,’j he added. S

As of now, MGB is ﬁnahfzmg the .
Provm(nal Mmeral Proﬁle for tlre wﬁole
country o

These are targeted tobe completed 1
by the first quarter of 2017 an shall be
uploaded inthe MGB website.

The otﬁclals of MGB recently undér- g
. goné tralmng to. upgrade the1r|workmg

knowledge as they: antlclpate more
actwmes in the mdustry ‘ 31,

LN
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:Green group lauds Mamla s

move Lo

Envuonmentalmts lauded amove by

.the Manila city govemment to fix the
public crematorium after it was found
to be violating the Clean Air Act.

' “We find the remedial steps being
undertaken by the Marijla Health
Department (MHD) vety encourag-
ing. We trust that all environmerital
-control measures will be satisfacto-.
rily fulfilled toallow the crematory
.t0 resume its seérvice i in a manner
that will not pdllute the surround-
ings and harm fthe public health,”
_Ecowaste Coalition national:coordi-
:nator Aileen Lucero said: yesterday
. Last Tuesday, EcoWaste récejved
.a copy, of MHD)s response to the .
Notice of Violations (NOV) issued by
'Vizminda Qsorio, regional: director
. of the Environmental Management
‘ Bureau-Natlonal ‘Capital Region
(EMB-NCR) dn'Nov. 29: _
Osbrio said the crematorium vio-

i lat"v

',_‘.f,

ed’pro 15}ons of the Clean Air Act's
'implémeénting rules and regulations

. generator o st

- 573 remams were. cremated there
-~ —Rhodina Vlllanueva

crematormm

The group had earlier comglamed
to the EMB-NCR about the crémato-

ry’s lack of a permit to operatt, -which

expired on May: -13, 2014, and 1fs air
pollution emissions. = i
In his reply to the NOV, ac mg '
city Health officer Dr. Benjamin Yson‘
promised to secure a permit th, oper- {
ate for the crematorium and reglster §
the fagility-as a hazardous waste

e s e b

The MHD 111<eW1se conflrni"ed

- that “corresponding fees and penal

i
ties shall be paid” with a requést for |
reduced amounts since the cremato- } i
rium provides free cremation for the !
remains ofindigents.” '

To lower the crematorium ftaCk

_ emissionis to “acceptable levels,” the .

MHD vowed to replace or install pol-
lution control devices.

According to the MHD, 7710 bodies
were cremated in 2015 at the facility. ;
For the past three quarters 0111‘2016

and other env;ronmental measures.
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S ngthened
ading the

< In afollow up to the- Marrakech
climate negotiations, Finance officials
and specialists from the Philippines,
Indonesia, Vietnam, Camboadia, Thailand,
'Bangladesh India; and Nepal convened |
in Manila last week to.tackle access to
international climate funding. ‘

... The eight countries. agreed to “call |
for urgent climate action and support
from the international community” and

at the same time mobilize all available i

resources, .mcludmg their own, to ensure
that their domestic institutions can de- |
liver climate finance far sooner and with
- far greater impact.

The two-day meeting focused on
how national governments, ‘banks, and
conipanies can help each other solve the |
‘challenges of applying for accreditation
and approval of projects to the United
‘Nations’ Green Climate Fund, which aims
to mobilize US$100 billion beryearby2020
: ‘to stipport climate action in developing
countries. “Wemustqowputelunate]us-
tlce into action. We needtooperatlonahze
access to resources and deploy funds to
conimunities that needit the most,” said
Secretary Emmanuel de Guzman of the
+ Climate Change Commission,
‘0 The countries also dlscussed the
‘ mobmzahon of domestic cliriate funds,
such’asthe People’s Survival Fund in the
Phlhppiﬁes, now worth 2 bllhon which

ta?l. (S

?"! i- . \EH# dsl‘g \\

|L.‘ o

: recenﬂy}approved 120 milli -
vjects forDel

+. port: chmate adaptatmn pr
! Carm ) Sungao del Norte and;taanuza,
el'Sur.-

; 7 Banilddesh also has i 4 *Uss1 pillion
L Climate Change Trust lj'und that the
- ¢ountry uses for both adaptation and
- mitigation projects. “Asui ’s developing
j countries, the Phlllppmes included,
| urgently need climate fina ce to protect
their communities from|;the already-
| staggennglossofhfeaswe]lasescalaung
.. damage to the region’s ecénormes,” said
. Renato RedentorConstanmno, Executive
| . Director of the Institute for Chmate and
v; Sustainable Cities (ICSC).j;¢ .
“Governments in the reglonareeager i
| toleamfromoneanother}}owpubli‘cand
| private institutions can mqst quickly and
i effectively leverage chmate finance in
|- pursuit ofmﬂytransformahonal, chmate—
 resilient development,” he added..
:1’:- ICSC organized the chmate firiarice
. meeting in ‘parthership w1th the: World
i Resources Institute, the Gérthan devel-
' opment agency Deutsch AuGeselIschaft
! fiir Internationale Zus i enarpeit or
* GIZ, and the United Nations Develop-
| ment Programme. N
" Over sixty’ partlcrpants represenhng
. thefinance departments ﬁnanclalmshtu—
* tions, and other orgamzatlons from elght
countmes participated in the event.

- The Institute for Chmate anid: Sustam ;
able Cities is a policy group in the. Phlhp- ?
E pmespromohnglowcarbm}development ‘
i strategiés, sustainable en soluhons
I and fair climate policy 1ntvuh,1e§§ble

eountnes v I
[ . i .! ;
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Ciltn'ete change pohc

n dlsaster—prone areas.

. Climate ehange p011c1es were

‘ mtegrated by the local governments
in their protected landscape and eco-

- town projectsin disaster-prone areas

" jn'Marikina City and Rizal. -

.+ Inamulti-sectoral project together

; with the Southeast Asian Regional
- Center for Graduate Study and Re- -

. search in Agriculture (SEARCA); the
| 'Upper Marikiria River Basin Protected
Landscape (UMRBPL) will demon-
strate climate change mtegratlon in
agriculture and natural resources
management .

* “Even if you don't have data, ‘you
kiiow the climate change has influence
j in agncultural production. Here we're
l ‘mainstreaming how we should plan

! for climate change so that. benefits go

i -down to the grassroots,” said SEARCA

! D1rector Gil Saguiguit Jr. o
t:+» fhe project; which will allow local
! government units (LGUs) to adapt fo.

: climate change through proper agri--

4 cultural and ‘environmental manage-
' ment practlces, aims to help farmers
' and residents in the towns. of Tanay,

+ San Mateo, Rodriguez, Baras, and

{ Antipolo City, all'in Rizal province:
‘., “Now you can [schedule planting],

1 and you know where to avoid puttmg
1

certam crops because erosion is ram- 'i

ant there. It's a whole thmg ‘about’

;enwronmental management aid even’
‘bigger than climate change,” he said.

-The newplannmg tool being pushed -

by SEARCA involves Adaptatlon

‘Mitigation and Mltlgatlon Initiative
(AMIA), which is currently used by

“‘the Drepartment of Agmculture m its
\programs.

- Asian’ Development Bank (ADB)l ;
‘elimate change specialist-Ancha’;

1

‘Srinivasan said among the specific

-measures piloted by SEARCA's AMIA

‘concept-are the bio-charcoal briguet-.

. ‘tmg for Marikina, San Mateo, Rodri-,

- guez, Tanay, and Baras, said. o

* Furthermore, it employs. specnes
establisiment and rehablhtatlon in

, Tanay, Rodriguez, and Bards. -

' Check dams, which is a source of

cheap irrigation from riaturally regen- -
" érated rainfall and aquifer replenish-

L

“Inefit; are also implemented’ mAntlpolo
Cxty and San Mateo i

S
AMIA prOJect T

1es int

- _-,_..L,.

egrated

1
I
ik
l

i and tools to determine pollutmg carbon

dioxide

* the caj 3ac1ty of a certain agroforest
area to| sequester co2.

“Qur’ hope is that our LGUs will

- use and maximize results of this proj- -

ectin updatmg their Comprehensive

Land 1 se Plan and in preparing local

I,q-\ .

said.

: Under AMIA, LGUs use toolklts
. liké vulnerability assessments and '

_-'Geographlc Information. System to
! determine if a site foragricultural prov
i duction'may be vulnerable to typhoons,
' landshdes ﬂoodmg, or tsundmi. -

SERVICE

The y use greenhouse gas 1nventory

(COZ) emission in an area and

climat ichamge action plan,” Sagulgult
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'and brodrversrt

0"drscqss wgys ) how bys sses.
X an contribute rﬁyma"rnstreg‘inrng
-l biodiversity, the Secretariat of the
Convention of Brologrcal Diversity_(SCBD)

+ and the .government of Mexico” gathered

ore, than 250 experts from businesses,

,goverdments and non- governmental
: .organrzations by hosting the 2016 Busrness

‘ and Biodiversity Forum in Cancun, Mexrco, '.

 on December 2 and 3.

“ The forum focused on the concept of
: malnstreamlngbiodiversrtyfromthebuslness
_ point of view, investment opportunities and
X iegal frameworks that give more certainty
. to,Investments, as well as better decision-

makrng, whlch factors in the vaiue of

hrodiversity and the servrces At prov[des to
businesses ﬁther rmportant Issues relevant ’

for busrnesses that were addressed included
natural caprtal accounting and fmancrng,

examinrng the links between clrmate change .
and brodiversrty, and supply- chain polrcres .

"It Is from biodiversity that. busrnesses
acqurre raw materials for their products

Hence, .the business sector must, be
equipped with knowledge on the values

of biodiversity for them to come Ap with

science-hbased decisions in operating their .
businesses, and to avoid overexplortation‘

of natural resources,” Executrve Director

lawyer Roberto V. Oliva of Asean Centre for -
Brodlversity (ACB) sard Oirva served as the

"Achrevmg the Strategrc Pian for.,
Biodrversity 2011-2020 is not' possible
without the active partrclpatlon of the
buslness Community. We peed to.move from -
ascattered approach in engagrng businesses
toa truly mclusrve one in order to achieve
the broad, mainstreaming of- biodiversity
wrthrn and across busrness sectors,” said Dr.
Brauiio Ferrerra de Souza Dias, (BD executive
secretary. One of the outcomes of the 2016
eventisaBusinessand |Biodiversity Piedge The .
pledge provrdes an opportunity for business
Ieaders te acknowledge the importance
of, brodrversrty and ecosysten; services.for
busmesses and to state theit commitment
toward  taking positive action onbiodrversrty
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Asean rerterates commrtment
to brodrversrty conservation -

- MEMBER-STATES of the Association of

Southeast Asran Nations (Asean) reaffirmed

therrcommrtmenttoblodrversrtyconservatron :

and reduce global biodiversity ldss.
Thrs commitent was contalned :in their
rornt resolutron at the (BD COP13 The: CBD

COPT3, is. ongolng in Cancun, Mexico with 3
the theme “Mainstreaming Biodrversrty for. -~

Well- being

Inthe jointstatement the Asean member- _
states (AMS)—-BrunerDarussalam Cambodia,
indonesra Lao PDR, Malaysia,: Myanmar

. the Phiirppines Srngapore Thariand and

Vretnam—reaff rmed their commrtment to -

' 618 million Aseqn natronals

sity in ((E: rrrCancun

moderator ofthefrrst session of the forum.
; | “When l'companres place resources
sustarnabrirty at the core of their brand, they
- experience Iong ~term revenue and experience
positiveimpactin socialand gconomicspace,”
Intematrona UmonforConservatronofNature
Director Gerreral Inger Andersen said.

", The fortLﬂr ispart af the 13th Meeting of
the Conference of Parties to the Convention
on Brologrcal rDlversrty (CBD COP13). The
.conference provides a-critical opportunity
forcountrre(s to dddress strategic actions to
enhance- rmplementation of the Strateqic

* Plan for Bllodiversrty 2011-202¢ and

‘promote’ the: achievement of the Aichi
Brodrversrtdﬂtargets

N 17 n T
impiementtherStrategrcPlanforBrodrversrty

. 2011- 2020and achigvethie Aichi Biodiversity

‘Targets; and|: ito the 2030:Agenda for
Sustainable Deveiopmentand its sustainable

‘ deveiopment goais, partrcularly Goals14and -

15 on the conservatlon and sustainable use of

. coastai and marine resources and terrestrrai

ecosystems respectrvely .
TheAMSremarnscommrttedtobiodrversrty
conservation, @s. the rich shared natural

/heritage of the regron provrdes important

servlces—such a8 food water, climate
reguiatron, 50i }formatron recreation and
education—w rch contrrbute to the region’s
socroeconomrcvrieii belngand benefitaround
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3 Laos, Vietnam, Peninsular Malaysia,

‘. opszs Spec1es " In

a quartet of:species, plus;
@ natural: hybnd which
: .,have not been mentioned: -
previously. - S

article,; we are mcludmg

; Phalaenopszs corny-cervi is: one of
the most widely distributed of alI the
Phalaenopsis species. anid it has been
recorded from north-east: Indla the
Nmobar Islands Myanmar, Thailand,

Sumatra Java, and Borned; In the
* Philippines, it is only known from the
. island of Palawan: As wouldbe expected
from such'a widespread orchlcl there is -
conmderable' color vamatlon hetween
populatlons from dlfferent countrles

Phalaenoupsis cornu-cervi (Jisn Contes)
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mdmduals w1th red (var portez)‘

yellow, and striped labella- (whlch is the .

plural form of labellum;) Usudlly: the

sepal$ and petals are milky white;but
occasionally thére are clones with pale .
pink floral segments. This: specles is

endemie- 'to-the. Phlhppmes and found
nowhere else. 3

Phalaenopsz,s Zmdemz isa hlghland “

species, from the mountains of central
Luzon, and its natural habltat is some:
of the wettest places in the Philippines..

. Being a species of high elevations;
- where it receives constant, cool, a1r .
; movement and high humnd1ty, it will
NOT grow or flower in the heat of the -

Quintet

OF P})OI ] €N OPSiS

Plighse nupsis x vejteRiaag
1Jimy Cootes)

ping on the ﬂoral segme;
Phalaenopszs lindenii is alsg-¢ demic -

of dlfferent a

heautlful 5 ldom seen, natural hybrid
between Ph opsis equestris and
his countless wsnts to the’ Phlhppmes-- " Phalaeno s chilleriana. Usually
since, 1 7, It has only been recorded' ' thé inflores
: branchmg, _‘anngmanydehghtfulpmk
;. blooms. It 1s~f0und occasionally, in the
- areas whe e Phalaenopsis equestris
and Phalaenops'as schilleriana grow
ord, whetherione'ofthéins, together. 'he man-made version of
loc ties:i§ eroneous. Amazmgly _;h'is‘i"' “.this hybrid lis'known as Phalaenopsis
re readlly avmlahle _.,Schlller [ ?Hm:se, and it was not
' until;2006. This beautiful
another Philippine

‘msj?)mted

' ThlS is beca'%z 'people will swap pullen .

cences are upright and’

" to thé Philippines. : “this rare S[Jg(‘.l ¢ be grown in flask,
Phalaerwpszs mzcholztzu - to make it readily available to growers.
' Another Pﬂl.hppme endeémic spec1es
. Phaldefiopsis xveitchiana is a



