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BORACAY 
REOPENS
With its cleaned-up waters and white beach 

after a six-month rehabilitation, Boracay 
Island looked more like its pristine state 

now.
On October 26, 2018, Boracay Island was 

reopened to tourists. It was a momentous date in 
the history of the island and was one of joy and 
pride, especially among the Aklanons. 

All the hard work put forth by the Boracay Inter-
Agency Task Force (BIATF) paid off. The Boracay 
reopening became one of the biggest events in 
the country – with the international community 
keeping an eye on it.

“Let us all sustain the efforts we have put forth 
into rehabilitating Boracay Island. May this serve as 
our inheritance for the next generation to come and 

enjoy the beauty of the island,” said Secretary Roy 
A. Cimatu during the reopening program.

What a big surprise to all spectators to the event 
when the biggest welcome image – that of Puka 
Beach – was unveiled at the Cagban Jetty port. After 
gasps of breaths, everyone broke into resounding 
applause at the sight of the fascinating Puka Beach.

The reopening of Boracay Island proved true 
what Secretary Cimatu once said prior to the start 
of rehabilitation: it is not an impossible thing 
to rehabilitate Boracay and make it no longer a 
“cesspool” as described by President Rodrigo R. 
Duterte.

“When we work together, we can make possible 
the impossible thing to achieve,” Secretary Cimatu 
said.###



The DENR 6 through its Conservation and Development Division (CDD) has 
launched the T.H.R.O.W. the Straw: An Environmental Campaign/Drive Against 
Plastic Pollution at the Casa Real, Iloilo City, on October 18, 2018.

  T.H.R.O.W. is an abbreviation used for Trim Halt Refuse Omit and Waive the use 
of Plastic Straw which aims to mitigate and eventually eliminate the use of this short-
lived tool. The campaign aims to substantially reduce plastic wastes, which are the 
major threats to our drainage and river system and results to �looding and other 
environmental issues.

 The campaign was in collaboration with the Regional River Basin Management 
Of�ice and the Iloilo City Government through the City ENRO and Municipality of 
Oton. After the Ceremonial Cutting of the Straw which symbolizes the obliteration of 
plastic straw in our daily use, the Unveiling of the Of�icial Poster and Commitment 
Signing followed.

 Present during the launching are: CDD Chief Danilo L. Lorilla, DENR 6; Executive 
Director Antonio M. Daño, River Basin Control Of�ice (RBCO); Municipal Mayor Carina 
V. Flores, Oton, Iloilo; Municipal Mayor Jose Romi Marañon, Leganes, Iloilo; Atty. 
Arturo Cangrejo, Provincial Government and Natural Resources Of�icer–Province of 
Iloilo; MENRO Menchie G. Paniergo, Oton, Iloilo; and Founder Nikko Paolo V. Calledo, 
Straw Wars Philippines.###

CDD launches T.H.R.O.W. the straw campaign

Sec. Cimatu graces Boracay Centurion’s 
graduation rite

Boracay Centurion whom the DENR tapped in 
excavating the illegal pipes which were detected 
by the Ground Penetrating Radar of the Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau (MGB). 

Soldiers who made up the Boracay Centurion 
are part of the two hundred forty three (243) 
graduates for the year. 

“You did a great job in excavating the illegal 
pipes in the sands of 

Boracay. You left a footprint there with your spade 
and not guns, and helped us accomplished a task 
in a day that would otherwise took a month to 
�inish. Boracay waters is now clean and the island 
is “cesspool” no more,” Secretary Cimatu said in 
his message. 

He then gave each member of the Boracay 
Centurion a Certi�icate of Commendation in 
grateful recognition of a job well done for the 

island of Boracay.###

He came as he vowed he would. 
DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, graced the 3rd 

Infantry Division’s (ID) closing ceremony of the 
Candidate Soldier Course on July 16, 2018 at 

Camp General Macario Peralta Jr. in 
Jamindan, Capiz.

It was the graduation rite 
of the 100 soldier-trainees 

he fondly named 
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Food wrappers top list of collected garbage

DENR-UPV Coffee Table Book Launch
The Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) with the University of the 
Philippines–Visayas (UPV) had launched the coffee 
table book entitled: Kadagatan tubtub Kabukidan 
(From the Seas to the Mountains): Traditional 
Knowledge Practices of Panay and Guimaras on 
August 9, 2018.

DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu and Senator 
Loren B. Legarda, Chair for Senate Committee of 

Finance, Climate Change, and Foreign Relations 
graced the launching held at the UPV Auditorium, 
Iloilo City. 

The coffee table book contained �ive topics, 
namely: Seas and Inland Waters; Arts and Crafts; 
Arable and Habitable Terrains; Forest, Wildlife and 
Mountains; and Rituals, Beliefs and Songs. Each 
chapter encapsulates the different traditional 
practices of the people, which help to ensure the 

resiliency and sustainability of their resources, be 
it from the forests or the coastal areas.

The Kadagatan tubtub Kabukidan is a product 
of hardwork and collaboration among the DENR, 
UPV and the State Universities and Colleges 
(SCUs) in Western Visayas namely: Guimaras State 
University, Aklan State University. University of 
Antique, Capiz State University and West Visayas 
State University.###

Collected food wrappers numbering to 7,047 
topped the list of collected garbage  during the 
International Coastal Clean up, which cleaned up the 
�ive-kilometer stretch of coastal areas in Brgy. Sto. 
Niño Sur in Arevalo district up to Brgy. Calumpang 
in Molo district.

Four hundred ninety seven (497) 
trash bags with an estimated weight 
of 3,496.3 kilograms were collected 
by the 1,242 volunteers during the 
International Coastal Clean-up on 
September 22, 2018 with the theme: 
“Tayo ang Solusyon sa Polusyon.” 

The top ten collected garbage that 
littered the coastal areas are: 1. Food 
wrappers (7,047); 2. Plastic grocery 
bags (3,858); 3. Other plastic/foam 
packaging (3,733); 4. Tiny Plastic Pieces  

(3,357); 5. Other Plastic Bags (3,101); 6. Straws/
Stirrers (2,982); 7. Shoes/Slippers (2,723); 8. Tiny 
Foam pieces (2,170); 9. Cigarette Butts (2,097); 10. 
Take out containers (1910).

“This International Coastal Clean-up activity 

shows us the glaring truth of how we are not able to 
properly manage our wastes. We, at the Department, 
cannot do it alone for we need the cooperation 
and support of the local communities,” said Jim O 
Sampulna, Regional Executive Director of DENR 6.
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Christmas frigatebird soar 
over Dumangas!

A critically endangered migratory bird 
species, the Christmas frigatebird, was seen 
soaring high over the coastal road in Dumangas, 
Iloilo last July 20, 2018. It was the �irst-ever 
recorded sighting of the bird in Western Visayas.

Seen by Andre Bonnie Balderas and Nelson 
Roldan of Panay Bird Club, the sighting of 
the Christmas frigatebird was validated and 
con�irmed by Philip Godfrey Jakosalem and 
Liza Paguntalan of Philippines Biodiversity 
Conservation Foundation, Inc. (PBCFI) and by 
Arne Jensen of Wild Bird Club of the Philippines.

The Christmas frigatebird (Fregata andrewsi) 
is a seabird of the frigatebird family Fregatidae 
and is endemic to Christmas Island, Australia 
in the Indian Ocean. It is a regular visitor in 

DENR 6 is Blood Donor Awardee

UPHILL CLIMB

The DENR 6 was a recipient of a Certi�icate for 
Special Citation (Bronze) from the Philippine Red 
Cross Iloilo Chapter–Western Visayas during the 
20th Blood Donors Recognition and Awarding 
Ceremony at the Iloilo Convention Center held last 
August 3, 2018.

This is the �irst time the DENR 6 was given this 

kind of recognition.
The Philippine Red Cross Iloilo Chapter cited 

DENR 6’s efforts and notable contributions in 
promoting the National Voluntary Blood Services 
Program (NVBSP) through the conduct of blood 
donation activities in the Department.

DENR Western Visayas Employees’ Union 

President Emma P. Delima and Union Bloodletting 
Coordinator Sonia Gimotea received the 
Certi�icate. The said award is given to partners 
who have meritorious involvement in the conduct 
of PRC blood service activities with minimum 
of 20 and maximum of 49 blood units collected 
cumulatively.###

Tubattaha Reef, Natural Park in Palawan Province 
and Tawi Tawi Group of Islands. 

The species has a small population and is 
con�ined to a few breeding colonies on a single 
island. It also has a low reproductive rate. The bird 
measures 89-100 cm (35-39 in) in length, has a 
wingspan of 205-230 cm (81-91 in) and weighs 
around 1,550 g (3.42 lb). 

During the 12th session of Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species 
(COP-CMS) of Wild Animals, the Christmas 
frigatebird was listed on Appendix I (covers 
migratory species threatened with extinction) 
as among the 35 identi�ied species which needs 
stronger conservation measures.### 

photo courtesy of Andre Bonnie Balderas

Members of the Alimodias Upland Farmers 
Association (AUFA), a DENR-accredited Peoples 
Organization (PO), climb steep slopes to haul and 
plant tree seedlings in a deforested mountain in 
Brgy. Tigbanaba, Igbaras, Iloilo. Areas for planting 
are becoming steep and harder to climb. But 
undaunted, PO members do the uphill climb to 
reforest barren mountain areas in support of the 
ENGP, which is another  twelve years (2016-2028) 
reforestation program that will cover all the 
remaining unproductive, denuded and degraded 
forestlands to be managed for production and 
protection purposes as well as to achieve carbon 
neutrality.###
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National Reprogramming Workshop sets new 
directions for 2019

DENR 6 approves FLUPs for Northern lloilo towns

In preparation for CY 2019 operations, the 
DENR conducted the National Reprogramming 
Workshop on October 16–18, 2018 at Grand Xing 
Imperial Hotel, Iloilo City.

The Workshop tackled new policy directions 
laid out by Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, whose message 
to the workshop participants was delivered by 
USec for Policy, Planning and International Affairs 
Jonas R. Leones. 

In his message, Secretary Cimatu underscored 

The Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) 6 approved the Forest Land Use 
Plans (FLUPs) of �ive municipalities in Northern 
Iloilo on December 17, 2018.

Municipalities of San Dionisio and Batad 
features a ridge-to-reef approach as both have 
upland and mangrove forests. On the other hand, 

the need for all Regional Executive Directors to 
improve the survival rate of the NGP plantations. 
The Forest Management Bureau (FMB) will issue 
a Technical Bulletin on how to replant existing 
plantations with low survival rate. 

With Boracay experience, the DENR will now 
move for the adoption of a combination of inter-
agency, multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary 
approach in solving the complex problems among 
tourist destinations, such as Boracay.

EAS PNLG delegates visit PAs

threat of its becoming fast denuded due to corn 
plantations.

The DENR 6 had been actively helping the 
Local Government Units (LGUs) in the region in 
preparing their respective FLUPs, advocating the 
necessity to push for responsible stewardship of 
the forests. 

FLUP is the necessary step in rationalizing 
the allocation and management of forests and 
forest land resources of the LGUs. Especially 
important are the ecological values of forests 
such as its essential function as wildlife habitat, 
watershed, soil erosion control and also its carbon 
sequestration potentials. With FLUP, the LGUs are 
guided as to how best to sustainably manage their 
forests and all its resources.###

the towns of Sara, San Rafael and Lemery only 
have upland forests. 

The Northern Iloilo is a haven of beautiful 
ecotourist destinations featuring long white 
beaches, pristine waters and scenic seascapes. It 
also blessed with abundant mountain range that 
needed protection and conservation with the 

On the other hand, a progressive rehabilitation 
of the mined-out areas will be implemented in 
2019. Mining operators will no longer be allowed 
to expand their areas, if they cannot rehabilitate 
the disturbed area �irst.

Among the new policy directions for 2019 
include the revival of the Eagle Award for Best 
RED, Best PENRO and Best CENRO and the 
implementation of the Annual General Inspection 
(AGI).###

Delegates to the East Asian Seas (EAS) Congress went on arranged �ield visits on November 30, 2018 in two Protected Areas in the provinces of Iloilo 
and Guimaras. One group went to Bulabog Putian National Park (BPNP) in Dingle, Iloilo (left) and explore the forest and caves within the park. The other 
group went to visit the Tando-Lucmayan Marine Protected Area (TanLuc MPA) in Nueva Valencia, Guimaras (right) and learned a lot how the unity and 
collaboration between �isherfolks, local government units, POs and NGOs resulted to a sustainable �ishing livelihood of the bene�iciaries. Participants are 
members of the Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) Network of Local Governments (PNLG). 
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Aklanons 
Savor The 
New Boracay

Secretary Roy A. Cimatu deemed it �it that 
inhabitants of Boracay and Aklanons have the 
�irst glimpse of the new Boracay and to enjoy 
swimming on its clean waters. Thus, the Boracay 
Dry Run was arranged on October 15, 2018 for the 
Salubungan and other important activities.

“Now, we offer you a better Boracay,” said 
Secretary Cimatu and urged everyone to enjoy the 
waters of Boracay Island. It was also on that day 
that he declared Boracay is “no longer a cesspool.”

The dry run aims to ensure that everything will 
run smoothly during the reopening of Boracay by 
October 26, 2018 and to also pinpoint strengths 
and possible areas for improvement. 

Notable events during the Boracay Dry Run are 
the signing of the Memorandum of Agreement
between the DENR-BMB and the Boracay Business 
Association of Scuba Shops (BBASS). The latter 
will help the DENR assess and assist in policing the 
island’s coastal areas, among others; unveiling of 
the proposed rehabilitation and development 
plan of Wetland No. 4 by the Aboitiz Group, 
which aims to develop the one-hectare lagoon 
into a “linear urban park”; inauguration of the 
5.26 km. Bulabog Circumferential Road, which 
is built to last with 28 cms. thickness, and could 
withstand climate change; launching of modern 
and electric vehicles made by Isuzu; donation of 
trash bins by Cebu Paci�ic to encourage proper 
waste management and push for sustainable 
tourism; and the unveiling of the rehabilitation 
and development plan of Wetland No. 3 by the 
San Miguel Corporation. 

The event was capped with a press conference 
with the local and national media.###
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DENR 6 thanked partners,
braced for change 

As part of its culminating activity for the year, 
the DENR Region 6 spent its General Brie�ing 
on Policy Directions and Program Thrust and 
Priorities for CY 2019 and onwards cum Christmas 
Party last December 18, 2018 at The Mansion 
Hotel, Iloilo City.

The event started with PMD Chief Edna B. 
Locsin discussing the policy directions and 
program thrusts for 2019 and onwards. 

In grateful recognition of its partners, especially 
during the conduct of an international conference, 
the East Asian Seas (EAS) Congress, the DENR 6 
awarded Plaque of Recognition to all partner 
agencies. 

Iloilo Governor Arthur Defensor, Sr. was 
also present and personally delivered a warm 

message to all DENR 6 of�icials and employees, 
and he once again vowed his assurance to support 
environmental programs of the Department.

An imminent change in leadership was in 
the of�ing, even as RED Jim O Sampulna himself 
braced for his eventual transfer and promotion. In 
his message, he urged everyone to show love. 

“We come and go, but you are the ones who 
will stay here. So love one another,” he said. In 
acknowledgment of the excellence of his staff 
from this region, he had this to say: “You are the 
best region I have been assigned to.”

Other activities conducted during the year-end 
event include: Performance Award, Service Award, 
Oathtaking of  newly-promoted employees, and 
Handog Titulo.###

Iloilo Governor Arthur D. Defensor, Sr. 
gave a message to all DENR 6 employees

Handog Titulo

Recognition of EAS Partners 

ARD for Management Services Jesse L. Vego, ARD for 
Technical Services Livino B. Duran and RED Jim O Sampulna

MGB RD Roger De Dios, EMB RD Sophie T. Manuel 
and Guimaras PENRO Vicente A. Sardina 

Oathtaking of Newly Promoted Employees

The Program Hosts: Jeiya Nicole De Castro and 
RPAO Chief Artemio Salvador C. Colacion

RED Jim O Sampulna
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As part of strengthening the �ield of�ices, 
Secretary Roy A. Cimatu always took the time 
off from his busy schedule to visit the DENR 
employees in Community and Provincial ENR 
Of�ices.

In 2018, Secretary Cimatu made several visits 
to the �ield of�ices in Western Visayas, encouraging 
each �ield of�ice to focus their pursuits on 
the implementation of the three salient laws: 

SECRETARY ROY A. CIMATU
in Western Visayas

Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act and Solid Waste 
Management.

Secretary Cimatu was de�initely the �irst DENR 
Secretary to have visited PENROs and CENROs, to 
the delight of all employees. In his visit to CENRO 
Sara (located in San Dionisio), the six mayors of 
the municipalities of Sara, Estancia, San Dionisio, 
Concepcion, Ajuy and Batad eagerly came to see 
him and interact with him, too.  

Secretary Cimatu reiterated his thrust in 
capacitating the CENROs. “You are the most 
important part of the DENR because you are at the 
frontlines,” he told them.

He further reminded them that by next year, 
2019, the Department is geared towards the 
clean-up of all rivers in the country. “We need to 
clean up our rivers. I believe that our ef�iciency is 
best seen if we have clean rivers,” he said.### 

With PENRO Guimaras employees, PENR Offi cer Vicente A. Sardina, Governor 
Samuel T. Gumarin and EMB RD Sophie T. Manuel

With CENRO Btac. Nuevo employees
With CENRO Guimbal employees, CENR Offi cer Salvador “Jun” 

Manglinong, Jr. and Mayor Mac Napulan of Miag-ao, Iloilo

With CENRO Sara employees and CENR Offi cer Rene G. Abordo

With CENRO Culasi employees

With PENRO Antique employees and PENR Offi cer Andres T. Untal


